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· What are the objectives for your curriculum? What do you want pupils to be able to know and do by the time they leave you? 
At Merit we aim to deliver an engaging and varied curriculum that offers our pupils experiences and activities that go beyond the academic curriculum. We want every individual to extend their skills and talents in a range of areas, such as: The Arts, Team Building activities, Drug Awareness, Sexual Health and Relationships, Post 16 and Careers, Independent Travel, Managing Money, as well as many others. This enables our pupils to gain skills which will help to prepare them for living in the real world after Merit.
· How does your curriculum reflect your school's context?
Pupils are referred to us at different points in their schooling, we would not expect pupils referred in Year 7 to stay with us until year 11. An average Merit placement is 12 months although it can be significantly longer for some children. Pupils can be referred at any point in the academic year and may have missed significant amounts of schooling due to their medical or mental health needs. Merit students will need to return to mainstream education either pre or post 16 and our PSHE curriculum must therefore be on a par with that offered by mainstream schools so every child can access the different strands of the PSHE curriculum.

· How does your curriculum plan set out the sequence and structure of how it's going to be implemented? Why is it shaped the way it is? What values have guided your decisions about the curriculum you have in place?
 
Key Stage 3, Year 10 and 11
Year 7, 8 and 9 are taught together in one Key Stage 3 class so the age and ability range in this group changes depending on the students who are referred to our school. Year 10 and 11 are taught as separate classes in KS4. However, due to the varying opportunities that are made available to our pupils, KS3 and 4 may also be taught as a whole group. Key Stage 3 and Key Stage 4 have 1 lesson  of PSHE a week.
In PSHE pupils explore a range of topics in order to enhance their health and well being, improve their relationships and gain an understanding of living in the wider world. Students also cover the statutory requirements for Relationships and Sex Education for their specific key stage
· How does it cater for disadvantaged and minority groups? Make sure these pupils aren't 'shut out' of pursuing subjects they wish to study because of too sharp a focus on exam results
All pupils benefit from small group teaching which allows them to make accelerated progress. The individualised intervention programme for literacy and numeracy supports pupils’ accessibility in PSHE, as pupils have to have good literacy and numeracy skills at both KS3 and GCSE level.
Enrichment opportunities to develop pupils’ knowledge of the subject and its wider implications are offered throughout the academic year. This includes assemblies, PSHE sessions, workshops, outdoor learning opportunities, assemblies, theatre visits, outside agencies and tutor time activities.

