Mathematics Department Statement of Intent - Merit PRU
At Merit PRU, our Mathematics curriculum is designed to offer every student a high-quality education that emphasizes understanding and relevance. Recognizing the varied medical and mental health needs of our students, we provide an environment where mathematics is accessible, engaging, and applicable to everyday life, supporting not only academic progress but also personal confidence and resilience.

Purpose and Relevance
Mathematics is a powerful tool for understanding the world, fostering logical reasoning, and enhancing problem-solving abilities. We recognize its critical role in everyday life, its relevance to science, technology, and employment, and its necessity for financial literacy. By offering a mathematics curriculum that is meaningful and relevant, we aim to spark students’ curiosity and appreciation for the subject.

Inclusive Teaching for Mastery
Our teaching philosophy centres on mastery, where students move fluently between different representations of mathematical concepts and build solid, connected knowledge. We accommodate each student’s individual learning needs, allowing for a pace that ensures true understanding. With this approach, students not only learn mathematical skills but also develop the confidence to use them effectively in real-life scenarios.

Key Stage 3 and 4 Curriculum
In Key Stage 4, students follow tailored learning journeys that reinforce previously acquired knowledge, with additional support where necessary to bridge any gaps caused by interrupted education.

Personalized Support and Progress Tracking
Our students benefit from highly individualized support. Low-stakes assessments are regularly used to identify gaps in learning, allowing us to address these promptly and build a strong foundation of understanding. Through ongoing assessments and a tailored curriculum that fosters progress and confidence, we ensure that each student is set on a path for success. Using detailed Question Level Analysis (QLA), we monitor each student’s performance, setting realistic goals and strategies to support their success in mathematics, whether they transition back to mainstream education or progress to further education.

Cross-Curricular Application
We encourage students to see the connections between mathematics and other subjects, such as Science, Computing, and Geography, enhancing their understanding and application of mathematical concepts. This approach not only reinforces their mathematical skills but also demonstrates the real-world value and interdisciplinary nature of mathematics.

Empowering Every Learner
At Merit, we understand that each student's journey is unique. By fostering an environment that promotes enjoyment, resilience, and a sense of achievement, we empower our students to overcome challenges, succeed in their studies, and prepare for life beyond school with confidence in their mathematical abilities.

